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Verse 1
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Qomaw hakil bekhorota hi d’Meshikha khareren w’la tetekdenon tob
benira d’aivdota.

Therefore, you stand in the liberty of the Messiah, liberty and not
subjugation, turning from the yoke of servitude.

Yoke of Slavery

The Galatian controversy was all about a handful of certain leaders
from among the Pharisees (Acts 15:1-5) who had been pressuring a number of
the new converts in the community of Galatia to follow a perceived law of
allegiance to the Pharisaic authorities. Juxtapose this to the theme of freedom
from the obligations of Pharisaism to following the commandments of Yeshua,
who was known to only teach the context of what Moses said in the written
commandments of YHWH. Paul, in agreement with Yeshua, took a hard-line
stance against something that he himself had grown up with, while learning
Pharisaic laws at the feet of Gamaliel I in Jerusalem. For Paul, it was either
subjugation to Pharisaic ideology or liberty in Messiah’s ideology, but not both.
The “yoke” of servitude or slavery mentioned in this verse meant that one had
chosen to reject following only the context of the written commandments,
instead favoring to associate with the human filters of Mosaic Law—the
Pharisees, regardless of what written Scripture taught.

In Pharisaic law, written Scripture is like what raw material is to a
manufacturing plant. As in manufacturing, raw material is always mixed
together with other ingredients to produce a final product. Many “Messianic
Ephraimites” and (this is very unfortunate) most of the Christian world,
consider Paul’s “yoke of servitude” teaching as a refreshing release from a
commitment to use only the raw material of all Old Testament ceremonial
doctrines, such as male circumcision, Shabbat observance, dietary laws, purity
laws, holiness laws, and things like this. Many, like the Pharisees of old, feel
compelled to filter their religious life through Rabbinic or church traditions.
Today, circumcision (or following any of the “Old Testament” ceremonial laws)
is understood to be as “falling from grace” and putting oneself under an
unnecessary yoke or burden. However, it takes a lot of mental gymnastics, and a
lot of theological misunderstanding to come up with such a concept, but
multitudes of pastors and Christian teachers feed weekly on this doctrine, and
then like mother birds feeding their young, they regurgitate this nonsense and
cram it down the throats of their church attendees, leading them into
confusion and massive doctrinal errors; it is sad but true.
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Verses 2-4
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Haw ana Paulos amar ana lkon dan tetegizorta Meshikha medem la
mehela lkon. Mesehed ana din tob lekel baranash demetgezaron dekhayab
d’keleh namusa nemela. Atbetaiton lkon min Meshikha aylin d’b’'namusa
mezededeqita demin tibota nepelton.

Behold, I Paul say to you, if you are circumcised, then Messiah is a thing
that has no benefit for you. I testify to you again, that every circumcised
man is obligated to act on the entire Torah. Those of you who are in the
law and who are seeking justification (from it), you have ceased to be from
Messiah, (and therefore) you have fallen from grace.

Compared to the Torah of Moses and the Torah of Yeshua, the
doctrine in these three verses are flawlessly consistent and accurate. You might
ask, “How can this be?” For the answer, we must once more return back to the
context of Galatians and retrogress to the situation that was hotly brewing in

«

the Galatian community at that time. First, notice that Paul said, “if you are
circumcised, then Messiah is a thing that has no benefit for you.” Taken by itself out
of context, which is normally how most people read this verse of Galatians, this
one statement has the ability to deliver to an illinformed interpreter, a

conclusion that the Torah requirement of circumcision has been made null

and void with the arrival of “New Testament” doctrine. However, the real truth
of the matter is found after you put Paul’s next two statements together:

v" .1 testify to you again, that every circumcised man is obligated to act on
the entire Torah.

v’ ...those of you who are in the law and who are seeking justification
(from it), you have ceased to be from Messiah, (and therefore) you have fallen
from grace.

When combined as a whole unit of thought, what is the truth here? Let us start
by looking at D’varim 4:8:

...what great nation is there that has statutes and judgments as righteous
as this entire law (7771 932) which I am setting before you today?
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The Whole Law and Circumcision of the Heart

The written Torah is not a fragmented unit of teaching consisting of
bits and pieces of man-made wisdom. It is considered a whole indivisible body
of divine eternal truth. We are not allowed to pick and choose from pieces of
what we like or what we do not like, based on personal preferences or
inconveniences. As Israel, we are commanded to do exactly what applies to
each of us, neither adding to the Law, nor taking away from it. As for
circumcision, it is more than just an outward ritual of the Hebrew religion; it is
a sign of something internal, of the heart. Outward circumcision is supposed to
testify that one’s heart and mind is right inside when it comes to a
commitment to YHWH and thus, is our obligation to obey His eternal Law:

And now, Israel, what does YHWH your Elohim require from
you, but to fear YHWH your Elohim, to walk in all His ways and love
Him, and to serve YHWH your Elohim with all your heart and with all
your soul, to keep YHWH’s commandments and His statutes which [ am
commanding you today for your good? Behold, to YHWH your Elohim
belong heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it. Yet
on your fathers did YHWH set His affection to love them, and He chose
their descendants after them, you above all peoples, as this day. Circumcise
then your heart, and stiffen your neck no more (Deuteronomy 10:12-16).

In any case, suppose an Israelite male receives circumcision according
to the Law, but then in the course of his life he rejects the written Torah and
replaces it with another law that is not the Torah. As 1 have explained
previously, Yehudah’s traditions and Pharisaic halacha is not the Torah of
Moses (although they would certainly like all of us to believe this).
Furthermore, the customs and traditions of “Churchianity” handed down by
the Gentiles—who are worshippers of idols of every type—is also not the Torah
of Moses (as much as they would like us to believe that they are “fulfilling” the
Law). Consequently, if a male were to knowingly receive or gloat in his
circumcision, which represents a heart that belongs to YHWH and to the
context of His written Law, and then lives his life contrary to what the written
Law says, in_its context, then he is a high risk to the community as a whole
unit. In other words, it is possible that he can bring judgment down upon
himself and upon the nation of Israel as it is written:

Cursed is he who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.
And all the people shall say, “Amain” (D’varim 27:26).
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Have you ever stopped to think and ask the question, “Why are there
so many people worldwide, beating up the Jews and winning, gathering on the
borders of the State of Israel while successfully taking out our people and
decimating our Land?” Why? Is it the fault of millions of secular (non-religious)
Jews! Partly, in that they certainly should know our history and know that their
physical circumcision means a spiritual obligation to keep the covenant of
YHWH. But if while circumcised, we cultivate brazen hearts against listening to
Heaven, and refuse to keep the written Word by always filtering it through
established halacha and traditions, it can and does invite judgment to camp in
the midst of our household of faith and in the midst of our nation. Similarly,
when a Jewish boy or girl receives a Bar-Mitzwah or BatMitzvah, it is supposed to
mean that they are making a commitment to keep the written Mosaic
Covenant. But, instead, it has come to mean that they are either making a
commitment to Rabbinic traditions (referred to as “mitzwot”) or that they are
now finally freed from further expressions of “Yiddishkeit”— cultural Judaism.

In any case, from my perspective, the greater sin falls upon all Jewish
leaders, teachers, and Rabbis, who should know better, refusing to repent and
return to the teachings of the written words of YHWH; instead, they prefer to
depend upon their halachic filters and binding enactments, that are hung upon
the Law of Moses. I also believe that the exiles of Israel and common church
folk among the Gentiles of the nations fare no better, as they revere the words
of their pastors, their Sunday school teachers, their elders, all bursting full with
their pagan concepts, rituals, and goyish customs. Indeed, it appears that there
are many moral Christians “out there,” but frankly, how moral can one be
when he or she pulverizes the rock of the written commandments and teaches
others to do the same! They too are continuously guilty of crimes against
YHWH and His Torah. It seems that very few (to this date) would desire to
perform the written contract as is, and within context. Both the Jewish
Orthodox and the Christian Goyim have sold truth to engage in a chain of new
religious activities that look like wisdom, but instead, are creative concoctions
of doctrines from the hearts of untruthful men, who call themselves Rabbis,
Pastors, Priests, Leaders. If we were a true written-Torah people, we would not
have the problems that we have in Israel or among the nations, as it is written:

Then YHWH appeared to Solomon at night and said to him, I have heard
your prayer, and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice. If
I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to
devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, and My people
who are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive

their sin, and will heal their land (2 Chronicles 7:12-14).
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Be that as it may, Galatians 5:2-4 was a solemn warning to the
community that if any of the males accepted upon themselves the ritual of
circumcision (which, by the way, is a firm commandment of the written Torah),
but then in the process, transferred their loyalty from YHWH to the Pharisees,
this would in effect nullify the commandments and the work of Yeshua. Paul
was not saying that circumcision was wrong or that it was against Mashiach.
Rather in truth, Paul was saying that if the Galatian community was going to
keep the Torah commandment of circumcision or the Pharisaic law of
recircumcision, but then act in rebellion against YHWH, then their
circumcision or recircumcision was in reality a lie. Remember what happened
in the days of Joshua:

At that time YHWH said to Joshua, “Make for yourself flint knives and
circumcise again the sons of Israel the second time.” So Joshua made
himself flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath
haaraloth. And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the
people who came out of Egypt who were males, all the men of war, died in
the wilderness along the way, after they came out of Egypt. For all the
people who came out were circumcised, but all the people who were born in
the wilderness along the way as they came out of Egypt had not been
circumcised. For the sons of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness,
until all the nation, that is, the men of war who came out of Egypt,
perished because they did not listen to the voice of YHWH, to whom YHWH
had sworn that He would not let them see the land which YHWH had
sworn to their fathers to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. And
their children whom He raised up in their place, Joshua circumcised; for
they were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them along the

way (Joshua 5:2-7).

Circumcision for the children in the wilderness was delayed up to forty
years. Why!? The answer is obvious; the people knew that the rite is a man’s
“signature” that he is going to obey the voice of YHWH. Woe to one who says,
but does not do, as Yeshua taught:

...do not do according to their deeds; for they say things, and do not do
them...Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel
about on sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one,
you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves (Mattityahu

23:3,15).

[ suggest that you reread Romans 2:25-29 and all of Romans 4 in light
of what 1 showed you here. Thus, Paul’'s words in Galatians 5:4, with my
editorial comments in parenthetical bold:
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... Those of you who are in the law (obeying the takanot and ma’asim
of the Pharisaic traditions of the elders and their halacha) and
who are seeking justification (a declaration of righteousness through
the oral law), you have ceased to be from Messiah (who taught us that
it was sufficient to obey the written commandments in their
context), you have fallen from grace (meaning you have perverted
the truth of Messiah that there is no filter that we can add to the
Torah, to make us “more righteous”).

This teaches that if we are going to receive circumcision then we must
obey the written Torah, in context, “as is.” If we discard any of it, then our
circumcision is really uncircumcision. Once more, Deuteronomy 10:12-16 and

Jeremiah 9:25-26 bear this out:

And now, Israel, what does YHWH your Elohim require from you, but to
fear YHWH your Elohim, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to
serve YHWH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your soul, to
keep YHWH'’s commandments and His statutes which I am commanding
you today for your good?... Circumcise then your heart, and stiffen
your neck no more (Deuteronomy 10:12-16).

“Behold, the days are coming,” declares YHWH, “that I will punish all who
are circumcised and yet uncircumcised ' — Egypt, and Judah, and
Edom, and the sons of Ammon, and Moab, and all those inhabiting the
desert who clip the hair on their temples; for all the nations are
uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised of heart”

(Jeremiah 9:25-26).

Here, in Jeremiah 9:25, each of the English translations that I checked
render the phrase, “circumcised and yet uncircumcised.” But, in Hebrew, it tells us
that “all were circumcised with foreskin”— 1972 91 95 (kol mul b’orlah—cut away
foreskin with foreskin). The only way that it is possible to have a circumcision
with foreskin, is to be missing a circumcision of the heart. In other words, a
physical cutting away of the physical foreskin while retaining foreskin around
the heart. According to this word of Jeremiah, the peoples of Egypt, Judah,
Edom, Ammon, Moab, and all Israel practiced physical circumcision, and yet
were uncircumcised in the heart, opposing the commandment of Deuteronomy
10:16. If one is going to practice physical circumcision, then circumcision of
the heart is a requirement to fulfill the divine commandment. Thus, what does
it mean to “fall from grace”? It means to not keep or to stop keeping the
commandments!

U Literally, “Circumcised with foreskin.” Hebrew Tanakh, vs. 24-25.
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How does a man not obey the commandments of Elohim? Either by
plainly not doing them, or by adding to them or diminishing from them, hence
the words of Deuteronomy 12:32 (13:1 in Hebrew):

Every word (thing) that I command you, you will obey it; do not add to it
and do not take away from it.

Verse 5
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Khanan gir b’Rokha demin hymanota 'sevra d’tzediqota miqwin khanan.

For we, through the blessings of the Spirit, which is from faith, abide in the
hope of righteousness.

The blessings of the Ruach (Spirit) were promised to each soul of Israel
as a means to accomplish Torah obedience now, and in the future regathering
to Erety Israel. In other words, the Ruach was to be as a gift given to the
Torah-bride Israel, to fulfill the words of YHWH:

Therefore say, “Thus says Adonay YHWH, ‘I shall gather you from the
peoples and assemble you out of the countries among which you have been
scattered, and I shall give you the land of Israel. When they come there,
they will remouve all its detestable things and all its abominations from it.
And I shall give them one heart, and shall put a (re)new(ed) spirit
within them. And I shall take the heart of stone out of their flesh and
give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and
keep My ordinances, and do them. Then they will be My people, and
I shall be their Elohim’ ” (Ezekiel 11:17-20).

This is our hope of righteousness, that YHWH would establish His Law in our
hearts and minds and declare His Name through His people, as it is written:

Thus says YHWH, “Preserve justice, and do righteousness, for My salvation
is about to come and My righteousness to be revealed” (Isaiah 56:1).

YHWH has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness
in the sight of the nations. He has remembered His lovingkindness and His
faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our Elohim (Psalm 98:2-3).

He (the Branch, the Servant, the Mashiach) will not be disheartened or
crushed, until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands
will wait expectantly for his Torah (Isaiah 42:4).
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Verse 6
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B’Meshikha gir Y’shua la grorta medem aytih w’la aurlota ela hymanota
d’metgemora b’khoba.

For in Messiah Y’shua, circumcision and uncircumcision are nothing, but
faith is completed ! through love.

Here, Paul simplified matters and reduced everything down to its
common denominators—faith and love, which are the building blocks of our
life in Elohim, as it is written in Deuteronomy 10:12-13:

And now, Israel, what does YHWH your Elohim require from you, but to
fear YHWH your Elohim, to walk in all His ways (faith) and love Him
(love), and to serve YHWH your Elohim with all your heart and with all
your soul, to keep YHWH’s commandments and His statutes which [ am
commanding you today for your good?

Of course, Yeshua believed in this teaching in that he was quoted as
answering the question of a scribe concerning what the written Torah teaches
to be the greatest of its commandments:

And one of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that
he had answered them well, asked him, “What commandment is the
foremost of all?” Yeshua answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel!
YHWH our Elohim is one YHWH; and you shall love YHWH your Elohim
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength.” The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these”
(Mark 12:28-31).

Surprisingly, even Hillel, who promoted that poisonous oral law,
understood this basic principle of the written Torah, saying:

“...What is hateful to you, do not to your neighbour: that is the whole
Torah, while the rest is the commentary thereof; go and learn it.” 2

Even more amazing, is the fact that this concept was later amplified in
the Babylonian Talmud, Makkot 24a (this selection at each ellipsis...was edited
and condensed down in order to save space):

! The word can also mean “perfected”.
2 Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat 31a. Furthermore, I suspect that when Hillel said,
“the rest is commentary,” it would have also included the oral traditions that he promoted.
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R. Simlai when preaching said: Six hundred and thirteen precepts were
communicated to Moses... Isaiah came and reduced them to six...! Micah
came and reduced them to three...? Again came Isaiah and reduced them
to two...> But it is Habakuk who came and based them all on one, as it is
said, but the righteous shall live by his faith.*

This just goes to show that the Rabbinites and teachers of ancient
Judaism were well acquainted with Torah truth. Their problem then, as it still
is today, is that they refuse to order their lives by it, thus adding more weight to
the words of Isaiah 29:13:

Then YHWH said, because this people draw near with their words and
honor Me with their lip service (they say they love Me), but they remove
their hearts far from Me (but they have no faith in Me), and their
reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote... (Isaiah 29:13).

Thus, Paul clearly understood the problem when he said:

For in Messiah Y’shua, circumcision and uncircumcision are nothing, but
faith is completed ° through love.

These words were similarly echoed in a teaching to the Corinthians:

Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters
is the keeping of the commandments of Elohim (1 Corinthians 7:19).

Oftentimes, 1 receive communications from people asking me what
Paul meant by his remarks in the verse prior—1 Corinthians 7:18:

...Was any man called already circumcised? Let him not become
uncircumcised. Has anyone been called in uncircumcision? Let him not be
circumcised.

On the surface, his words look astonishingly straightforward, so how
am | going to get around this one and argue that New Testament doctrine
requires male circumcision! From this text, it appears that Paul was dead-set
against it, or was he? The answer is built into his response, which again,
demands that you look carefully at 1 Corinthians 7:19:

Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters
is the keeping of the commandments of Elohim (1 Corinthians 7:19).

U Isaiah 33:15-16
2 Micha 6:8

3 Isaiah 56:1

* Habakuk 2:4

5 The word can also mean "perfected.” When we say we love YHWH, we will obey Him.
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Here, we are only reading Paul’s reply, without knowledge of the
question that prompted the retort. But, I believe the answer is nonetheless in
front of our faces. So, let us once more step back and get a broad picture of the
whole situation, and reconstruct our understanding.

v’

v

1. Paul was challenging two philosophies or ideologies: one addressing Moses’
WRITTEN Torah and one addressing Hillel and Shammai’s ORAL torah.

2. When a man receives circumcision according to the WRITTEN Torah, he
becomes a debtor to do this whole Torah. This was Paul’s drash on

Deuteronomy 4:8 — “ DI 71797 953 7 (K'chol Hatorah Hazot)

3. Since the WRITTEN Torah demands that all Israel be obedient to the

whole Torah, then it stands to reason that IF one receives circumcision but
does not keep the whole WRITTEN Torah, then it construes hypocrisy and a
breach of contract, and thus brings forth a curse according to Deuteronomy

27:26.

4. If a Gentile received circumcision, but received it according to Pharisaic
custom, then the Pharisees gave their approval to the conversion, otherwise,
not. This obligated the convert to obey the oral torah of the elders and
required him to submit to their authority as though “sitting in the chair of
Moses,” for halacha and tradition in Israel—different from Moses’ Torah.

5. If a Gentile took this path and was sucked into the laws of Pharisaism,
then it meant that he was not keeping the whole Law, even though the Law

in Deuteronomy 4:8 obligated him to keep it. Thus, he brought a curse upon
himself and upon the whole community at large.

Paul’s conclusion was this: Keep the agreement of the WRITTEN Law,
in its context, which is required of anyone who claims membership in the
covenant people of Israel. Why? Because of two scenarios widespread in Paul’s
day. First, some were physically turning their circumcision into uncircumcision,
and wanted nothing more to do with the faith of their fathers. See the

following quote from Josephus’ Antiquities:

Menelaus and the sons of Tobias were distressed, and retired to

Antiochus (Epiphanes) and informed him, that they were desirous to leave
the laws of their country, and the Jewish way of living according to them,

and to follow the king’s laws, and the Grecian way of living: wherefore

they desired his permission to build them a Gymnasium at Jerusalem. And

when he had given them leave they also hid the circumcision of their

genitals, that even when they were naked they might appear to be Greeks.
Accordingly, they left off all the customs that belonged to their own
country, and imitated the practices of the other nations

(Josephus Ant. 12.5.1.).
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Second, Paul said that if one is uncircumcised, then do not become
circumcised (or “recircumcised”). But why! Certainly, the written Torah
requires circumcision! Also, in addition to understanding the concept of a
“proper circumcision,” the Pharisees demanded “recircumcision” if a Gentile
had been circumcised, but not according to Pharisaic halacha. In this case, he
would be classified as still uncircumcised. Most people do not know this and
so, false doctrines are built on this verse. But, I think the reasons are precisely
what I already presented for you, under points 1-5. Thus, could Paul say:

Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters
is the keeping of the commandments of Elohim (1 Corinthians 7:19).

In other words, if you are circumcised but you do not want to walk in
the commandments for whatever reasons; or you are uncircumcised physically
or circumcised physically, but not according to Pharisaic halacha, which
makes you uncircumcised by Pharisaic law, but you want to receive a “proper”
circumcision, believing that this attaches you to Israel, only to deny written
Scripture, then in either of these cases, you are under a curse. It is better that
you stay the way you are, or else do things Lawfully. Yeshua also taught this:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel about on
sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make
him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves (Mattityahu 23:15).

As Paul taught, one should obey the commandments in their context,
“as is.” This proves that one truly has trusting faith and love only for YHWH,
and not for the religious establishment and their traditions, as Yeshua taught:

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love; just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in His love (Yochanan

15:10).

Verses 7-9
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Shapir rahetin hawyiton meno d’wedekon d’l'sharara la tetetpison.
Peyaskon la hwa min haw d’qarkon. Khamira qalila kuleh gebilta
mekhma.

You were progressing beautifully! ' Who confused you to not obey the truth?
Your persuasiveness was not from him who called you. A little leaven
leavens the whole lump.

U This word (“shapir”) also means “beautiful.” So, Paul is not just saying that the Galatians
were doing a reasonably good job before; rather he is saying their prior understanding was a
thing of beauty.
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